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MESSAGE. 


STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA. 


EXECUTIVE CHAMBER, 
January 12, 1881. 
Gentlemen of the Senate 
and House of Delegates : 


I extend to you a cordial welcome to the seat of gov- 
ernment, and congratulate you on the auspicious circum- 
stances under which you have assembled. 

On every hand, throughout the State, are seen evi- 
dences of thrift and of the revival of business of all ' 
kinds. The agricultural, grazing, mining, manufacturing 
and mercantile interests are in a satisfactory condition, 
and we enter upon our labors cheered by these manifes- 


tations of a progressive prosperity. 


In discharge of the duty which the Constitution has 
prescribed for me, I proceed to give you such informa- 
tion, and to direct your attention to such matters, as I 

~ deem worthy of: your consideration. 
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4 GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. y 

Of the many subjects of your care, none is of greater 
importance than the finances. The following statements 
show the condition of the finances for the two years end- 
ing respectively September 30, 1879, and September 30, 
1880, and also the estimates of expenses for the years 


ending respectively September 30, 1881, and September 


30, 1882: 
The receipts at the Treasury during the fiscal year énding September 30, 1879, were......... $677,910 51 
The balance on hand at the end of the preceüing year WAS ..ccccccsersccssocceseccecsscsccescssecosses 813,801 92 
Making a total Of. csocccssscccteccececasicecsss E $991,712 43 
The disbursements during the year ending September 30 1879, Were.s.ccccseorcees mS 771,859 28 
Leaving a balance at end of year 1879 Of.....ccsssee eren cere enean ettet esset etnut soaccecesccacersere $220,853 15 


The following statement will show the receipts, dis- 
bursements and balances pertaining to each of the Funds 


for the fiscal year ending September 30, 1879: 
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The State Fund Ll sersseee seese serena $ 43,857 18,8 438,525 59'$ 477,382 77|$ 468,909 93|$ 8,472 84 
The General School Fund, .............. 244,749 95| 224,041 88| 468,791 83 258, 174 85 210, ou 48 
The School Fund.............. eese 23,194 79 20,343 04 45,537 83 44, 275 00 1, 262 
STO bal D $313,801 92| $677,910 51| $991,712 43| $771,359 28| $220,353 15 
The receipts at the Treasury during the year ending September 30, 1880, were... ............... $648,787 53 
The balance on hand at end of preceding year Was......«ece eee eeeee eere eene tte otnot eaten ennt sents 220,953 15 
MOCISUTEROTYEo MMT——————— v — $869,140 68 
The disbursements during the ear ending September 30, 1880, were...... ee eee 615,341 76 
Leaving a balance at end of year 1880 of................ R ———— Sos and ses asse $253,798 92 


The following statement will show the receipts, dis- 


bursements and balances pertaining to each of the Funds 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 1880 : 
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The State Fund. . NND 8,472 84 $ 382,191 39$ 390,664 23 $ 384,880 63 $ 5,783 60 
+ The General School "Fund... ^. | 210,617 48| 242,681 60 453,299 08} 225,461 13 227,837 95 
The School Fuu... sessssessessesserserss 1,262 83 23, 914 54) 25,177 87| 50,000 00| 20,177 37 
ursi RN PN $220,353 15| $648,787 53| $869 140 G8| $615,341 76| $253,798 92 


ESTIMATED RECEIPTS AND CHARGES. 


The estimated probable receipts at the Treasury for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 1881, are: 


For the State Fund ................... HH ET E ETT $355,530 00 
To which add balance on hand ... ...s.. seee ssscccsecsnesenvscncececenanetsocencces aea e sete ros 5,788 60 
Making a nri ~ $361,313 60 
The estimated charges for that year are............ — À rusia 859,555 00 
Leaving a probable balance Of,.....scsecesens —€——— 9 $ 1,758 60 
The estimated. receipts for the General School Fund are............ s ENA „$233,500 00 
Add balance on ANA. ....crceee veperesseses «69 OH SOTO ET OHO SO EOS ebvespenf PEPER EEOD ERC OCH EOS otn eee aeores 227,837 95 
Making a total of............ eere eee sa ssecenseneveceeeneascnss teetsoroasennse ru ernh ta nenne nnne $461,337 95 
The estimated receipts for the School Fund are......, sessssssesesssose soessovecceoeceseo 14,500 00 
Add balance on hand... LELTE TAJ $*84999990090f** $€9e4909  *"$o494909040005 0T 00099059099 00909 590050 960509 b*otA2que 20,177 37 
Making a total of................. dasarna E rsen isos S $ 34,677 87 


The estimated probable receipts at the Treasury for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 1882, are: 


For the State Fund........ EAEE REENE biboasdvr $343,530 00 
Add balance (estimated) on hand.........,... eere Visti e ie ivi e NER as IY 4. 1,758 60 
Total for State Fund............cccssssssecsacevences EETA E AT $345,288 60. 
The estimated receipts for the General School Fund................... eee ceret. $238,500 00 
For the School Fund .............. — TT E E EEE sesse 16,500 00 
Aggregate............. ——— ÁN ÍT— A $600,288 60 


The estimated probable charges for the year are: 


For the State Fund... seennoce 6 Comoronreorossareeene LEALE LETETTE ROOCOHRE EOD ED BEDEDS DODO DE DEnOe EO EESOSOO DS $294,420 00 
Leaving a probable balance in the State Fund on the 30th day of Beptember, 
1889, 0fo eiii idco TUER Ee E NN PRAET E DM Hm à $ 50,868 60 
* 


I refer you, for a specific statement in detail, to the 
very complete reports of the Auditor and Treasurer, and 
direet your attention especially to their recommenda- 
tions, in which I concur. 
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6 _ GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. 
ASSESSMENT, 


The law of assessment should be carefully revised and 
so modified that it will conform strictly to the mandate 
of the Constitution which requires that taxation shall be 
equal and uniform throughout the State, and all prop- 
erty, both real and personal, shall be taxed in proportion | 
to its value, to be ascertained as directed by law ; that no 
one species of property from which a tax may be collected 
shall be taxed higher than any other species of property 
of equal value, and that such property only shall be re- 
leased from taxation, the exemption of which is author- 
ized by the Constitution. 


It would be advisable to require the assessors to obtain, 
in addition to the statistics which their books now fur- 
nish, information as to the quantities of improved and 
unimproved lands of their respective districts, the num- 
ber of acres cultivated, the number in grass and the num- 
ber in timber; and also as to the crops—the character 
and quantity of the products of the soil. Thus, with a 


‘small increase of labor and expense, valuable facts could 


be collected, concerning which inquiries are constantly- 
made. 
CRIMINAL CHARGES. 


* 


The laws are administered, in the main, with com-. 


mendable economy, though the expenses in criminal pro- 


eeedings constitute an exception. The statutes intended. 
to regulate such charges should;be so amended that they 
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GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. 7 


will be diminished and rendered uniform. I suggest that ' 


the Auditor shall be required to prescribe forms for all 
accounts of such charges and the evidenceby which they 
shall be proven before they can be allowed by the courts, 
and that he shall be prohibited from issuing his warrant 
in any case in which the account has not been presented 
in the form prescribed and established by the required 
evidence. | 


PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 


The economical and excellent administration of the- 


Public Institutions of the State will receive your ap- 


proval. 
THE PENITENTIARY. 


The average number of convicts confined in the Peni- 
tentiary during the past two years is 253.3, and the av- 
erage daily cost per capita in supporting them is 31.8 
cents. uu 

The Penitentiary is not self-sustaining, and in addition 
to the salaries of the officers the following appropriations 
are asked, viz: For the year ending March, 31st, 1882, 
for support of convicts $7,000.00 ; and for construction of 
a portico to the Warden’s building $800.00. For the 
year ending March 31st, 1883, in addition to salaries and 
support of convicts, $5,000.00. _ The reports of the direc- 
tors and officers of this institution furnish full and in- 


teresting information as to its condition and manage- 


ment. I commend to your careful attention the well 


considered suggestions contained in these reports. 
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8 GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. 
HOSPITAL FOR THE INSANE. . 


The appropriation made by the last Legislature to 
construct one section of the north wing of the Hospital 
for the Insane was, under the excellent administration of 
the Board of Directors, sufficient to construct both sec. 
tions and to finish the building according to the original 
plan. It is now complete in all of its appointments, and 
is unsurpassed, in any respect, by any similar institution 
inthe Union. It will furnish accommodations for the 
insane of the State for many years, 

The report of the Superintendent shows that the total 
number of patients treated during the year ending Sep- 
tember 30th, 1879, was 470, and during the year ending 
Septeinber 30th, 1880, 539; and that the cost of support- 
ing the inmates has been $2.08 per capita per week for 
the first-of these years, and $2.17,% for the last year. 
The appropriations asked for furniture and current ex- 
penses are stated in detail in the reports of the Directors 
and Superintendent, and aggregate, for the year ending 
September 30th, 1881, $95.364.52; for the year ending 
September 30th, 1882, $71,800.00. l 


THE INSTITUTION FOR THE DEAF, DÜMB AND BLIND, 


The administration? of the Institution for the Deaf, 
Dumb and Blind has been characterized by economy 
and efficiency. The reports of the Directors and Super- 
intendent furnish full and interesting information as to 
the condition of the institution and the management of its 
several departments. 
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The average number of pupils present during the year 
1878-9, and 1879-80, is 81. The cost per pupil for the 
year ending September 30th, 1879, $267.171 ; for the year 
ending September 30th, 1880, $255.511, The appropria- 
tions asked for are less than those made by the last Leg- 
islature, and are: $8,000.00 for the last six months of the 
current fiscal year; $25,000.00 for the year beginning 
October Ist, 1881; $12,000.00 for the first six months of 
the year beginning October 1st, 1882; $600.00 per year 
for the transportation of indigent pupils, and $2,000.00 
for the purchase of land which the Board of Directors 
deem it advisable to acquire for the use of this institution. 

- , FREE SCHOOLS. ' 

There is no subject in which the people are more inter- 
ested than that of general education. The policy of the 
State in relation to its system of schools has been steadily 
progressive, and each year has been marked by an im- 
portant advance. It will be interesting and profitable to 
make a comparative statement of the more suggestive 
features of the operations of the free schools for the years 
1870 and 1880, to show the progress which has been made 
in this important element of our State government for 
the decade which has just closed. 


COMPARISON OF THE STATE AND OPERATIONS OF OUR FREE 
' SCHOOLS FOR THE YEARS 1870 AND 1880. 


Number of School Districts 1870 .. .....sescoccce sosscsccesece suseso cnsvececcoresssressacveceesse on sa o opasa 2,567 
Number of School Districts 1880... cosscscssscce sesenncnepecscageccecs sspoasarsossosoersd sobova seasesens 3,529 

TNCECASE RANMARRMENRERRNMMMNMNMEMMERENMMMMEMMMMMMMEMMMEMM 962 
Numbor of School Commissioners 1870 e —— epeaer ty 972 
Number of School Commissioners 1880. „s. iesus esee posses een con os s neant seare o seeeedevecueese 1,088 


JG D C ssc sencetove see veccessetascevnacesenanasen snake aoverscsgooecs sen sos obo cen sayrenssussscos sevens sbeces soreseeacecans couse 111 


+ 
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10 . GOVERNORS MESSAGE. | 


Number of Secretaries 1870..... 1. eee ee see sencer sossssesevaven eee one sencpscncgecsasesoees poe sie ser svenes terese 
Number of Secretaries 1880................ 


a Na Ua t t EPEE eic Ve daw ae cest iced xucsecgecte Seal uads cveducsdeu. Vraroecsa Viso dauiceid o0da-w Keddeveguasieeuceds 39 
Number of Trustees 1810... cia etam e sssasecssetesa DNE base aede e C CURE Ede eei, M REDE diy 7,089 
Number of Trustees 1880 ......ccccccaccscccces ese ee] rene © sossves teseserecaiseses ow cs ososga <o evaccene 


Decrease (owing to change in law reducing number to one in each GIStrict...ccssecsccoracees 3,560 


Number of County Superintendents 1870 ........ .cccseccsesaesecessncnsecsscneces spaccsreesnsccensasaveessse 
Number of County Superintendenís 1880............csccsoressscseccncoscsecsessscsnaaseaseseee «ceases cosas 


ETE EAE PIREO OEP saccos usua ru OET OE OEE TS ENE v Na oa eia reaveo-adgens 1 


Number of Teachers granted certificates 1870.....csscccossesesseccensns evoessessssoosseseveessteoacovosvosess 2,303 
Number ef Teachers granted certificates 1880,.........-scssssseeresrcssesesneses e se eee tse re oee T 3,679 


Inerease................-. 


- 
e=... 4*9949992000099080000900009008 4999999002090991 900989982 ESS SE oeen (0008 BOO rrr rrer rrr B0 0091 00999 1,376 


Number of Teachers employed 1870 .....ccssecvsssscccsssresossnnenn se sscccscssssessssenseccsarssesecoosceaes 2,405 
Number of Teachers employed 1880 ........ssecopsascsccnsscecscesaancoess tote sos veeossssasoooses se eyes os 4,134 


— 


1,729 


Trnoerease (72 per cenl R————————————X 


z 


Number of months taught 1870.........sesseesseeevessssesseseaveassesasessreressosreesssesressesesaeot senses sevens 9,915 
Number of months taught 1880......,..ccsecssccees oo ov conecsccccecsrenees eccseseceneneeee on ee aneracereeces 18,531 


Increase (87 per Cont)... sssessor cccess connenetenccccrereeacses seeee soaptese conserencesamenseuaessunseanesecees 8,616 


Number of Children between 6 and 21 years old 1870 ......ssssessestu se sere eee esent ene ento etenenet 162,432 
Number of Children between 6 and 21 years old 1880 . ........ s nee cesrssserenssaeuoenses vores see 210,113 


Wo CL ECEUET Eoi) —— 47,681 


Number attending school 1870.............« «eee eee eese eese ense entente neat ao success sent pensa sao dora retten anh 87,330 
Number attending school 1880 .........0scsscvenes ccsceses o eee nen pana men soso sam tanen sea tepeseees 142,850 


Increase (64 per cent)... ..esseseeesersesereesseeenpes seee goreonpeenasireesseseeee rnt Mene] e n s so 55,520 
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General average attendance 1870. e.s» e cse seereesoesssaoseo seo coer eos cauuee stones or seaman aw ose seers 55,083 
General average attendance 1880,..aeesseeossseersesessesenrose o cenare o toonsoasaavosesheseresee rens cose ` 91,704 


— 


Increase (66 per cent)... i. cssssses eese negent inneren ient nente nente ttn nnten etas n ants tenent nen 86,621 


` 


General average age Of pupils 1870... ....ceccssesecrerereenetes sees 
General average age of pupils 1880........... esee eee seere 


: 11 69 


"—M—— edo we 114 
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Number of High Schools 1870, ..cccsscsssscsecoe o ssesenesssees sse on sos ene sesesebavenearneeasert anaes 
Number of High Schools 1880 .. sesers cases scene sese tnn tenants 


————Ó > 8 
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Number of Graded Schools 1870.c.ccccscccscssssvesscosterssssesce pe ennt sestsseeorovereoeoorevoseeve » ere 74 
Number of Graded Schools 1880 ................... pM LHP 103 
Increase (89 per cent)... Lese eeeeeeeeene eene eene tene ntat nen netten erira hh so nu nennen thee > sene 29 


x 


Number of Common Sehools 1870.. ......csccsccseccvenssnceteces esesaseeto ore tentata s 4 soe nennt etn ener 2,440 
Number of Common Schools boe MD 3,680 


Muro E RANA 1,240 


Whole number of schools 1870.......cscccces secs essen ve nonne na san eee atn er see sete sese ve o spe seovererore se 2,515 
Whole number of schools 1880........000 iere eis cranes sasuee nonae deren d hé tenen va p oo seriove, ste tenet 8,811 


— a v Ó——áÀ 
t 


Increase (57 per C2: REPRE 1,296 


SCHOOL HOUSES. 


ISTE Er (M —X EE ae 
Frame 1880... . ceccecccevenccscasscrsccsoccencs coed cose eo ore esosseseesetean souereae eneense ce see Beoeeenceaesr ees 2,142 


Increase (91 per Cent)... eseseeesesecrrerestaeresesetuueesererenseeetaoe + sees eepenmouaas sena tho seensne cee ses nae 1,018 - 
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Stone 1870... 994500256 90000000 099 000 9909950 es ei ei bb 400 906 000999 24000999a 000604009 11 


Stone 1880... Leere reet bb023309099506099 6094060500900902€049904900909690090 468929606 5&0 c5 b0000564/2004906020* 92009090 000500 090090 & 


L 
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Reick 1870...... towers C8008 Saeves eerace fooost 0090000909400900 990940 092005009095000000040 009090000000 429002900299220009 996095900 
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ir 
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25 
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Log 1870 POPP eer e rarer ree rrriviiriiicrrr icici iistreliiririissritreriiritiaerriverrrere Tir i Titi nits 


a 
TN CTOARC e xS 412 


Whole number of School Houses 1870 ........sscccoresevsvactncssscenccscsescrscasessssancetaceusesssesaceessese 2,118 
Whole number of School Houses 1880.......cccccscsssvesaccssessstoccssvansnssevccccccesntevscsseccscevesocess 3,557 


a re inae 


Increase (68 per cent) ......ccsccscsssescnsssces asossercessos seuss sonsosecsssesssoneconsescoscescnscassoosenspeanenns 1,442 


? 
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Number huilt F870 yc 209 
Number built 1880... eese oe sees tacda eo o ao dhak o a EF So co aera rara pa Tap eaa ea EAA Aa NSCA AONNE AN eoe ee PEU TUIPDU 182 
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VALUE OF SCHOOL PROPERTY. 


Cn Inrpt vien Miti. 
GOUNAS 1880... — ÉRREEVERMMES 1377]: 


Tncrease IB. 4 ———— 72,089 29 


- Houses 137 Or er" —— P————— OPERUM 1 919,621 40 
Houses 1880,..,..... *00909»99994000990909090540009 000999 6000509999949 0000)810095000000090099000099900009 89090909 99 09«099096909009 1,400,954 92 


Increase (52 per cent in Value),.........-sseccsssecrroesseccessessssrerezsnerssseveseasees sesassersscsecstecsed 481,338 52 


Furniture 1870 $9686 »9959 00090900 950 Da9Gb069840024209564906602004040090050095v9 9904900900» 05500»00€ "— 1 34,562 42 
Furniture 1880 99 **a9999099040094000900000€909909990 090000090 0906000n9(009009 009269 5209300040490090994090440499044 9994449990999 09 88,905 89 
N 


ch 


DICE GANG T E M— —Á———————Ó— e— EX. (GP vi 


Apparatus 1870 MEEEEEEENNEEEEMMMNMM SET 64 
Apparatus IBRD se icciatscenyscancererainnce’ cdeaerenbawvenssdguaevyansvendeedeoaqevestascevigases sonatcees 18,851 35 


Inerease............. e 949909660 04209004090490080096000 4Q09009999990«400990000909590002*209 09086055 MO REDE 7,904 "1 


Total value of property 1870 .......0-.ccecsccecceceseensecscoesees soesssvessseseeseeseosoasso steseserestseeseece O 1,007,473. 94 
Total value of property 1880.........cccscccccsececcnscsccscssscncccccssecennscsseressscsesers atcccsseassesensers 1,670,504 OL 


Increase (58 por 05/1) —— — ORE. 613,000 97 


RECEIPTS. > 


From State I Ko TANEET EENEN EOE s Coco TAE E ^e*58099000Ve50942449000€00040109090 99900960096 EE | 118.518 70 
From S'ate 1880 .......... Leere eere esee ee rena eee ete tin net hn haeo sset esos esess aos ssesee ese seseseveesssseeees sss, 206,336 37 


Increase (74 per Cont) ces ssslscsaisnstcsecdanelsaayaevarnedeassnabensvonssaetadeinagvosnesned ptos pasas. 187,017 67 


« 


From District Levies*1870 .......cccsssscccsseccccscsersesccsccetersncssesesesstensoeees seaoneresesesoresanoseosase $ 298,276 ÔL 
From District Levies 1880,..... .cccces sesetsssssnscncsccscssesansccscces sences seccesceepeevanccccsccrsssescsecee 499,432 42 


Increase (64 per CeMnt).......scrcrerecsssecsersecsserssccarensscere svososasesesaspeveessonsosesesssosesesrosserse $ 192,155 Sh 


From other sources 1870....c.ssscssesescnoes sorsenssecnsssensssvoerenscceses obese ette eee sce tesssesatess eoeesessseseson i 43,285 82 
Front other sources 1880 esses sarsssecsssevesa seovoroo tetense sn toe esatsoseso stessa fesses ceteseneseeesseseses — 00,118. 76 


w > 


Inerease............ 949900999092090900€050000429909504900009909000000040099900992009009€0 V9 BUte»9S009900B09 2009090002099 0090909096 NA 22,882 94 


Total rec]t pts 1870... cocci orici saliera eni dye sec e CR CHE Drap Rede ed ép SU apice loce pk orsa tisse. 565,207 99 
Total receipts 1880..........ssssssssncccsscccess oe sonssccesccsssccenccncevensesscasescces seesesssaesessseesssssse esses 867,093 78 


Increase (53 per cent)... 4*$4492949940494994429590494949 40904299498 ——Ó— SUME | 302,485 79 


+t, 
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nnd e ar eA aeai a 


Spec 


12 GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. ' 
EXPENDITURES. 
Salaries of Teachers 1870 .....>rcsescesensevanessenecavencsenye o NR ——— ERE $ 220,753 84 
| Salaries of Teachers 1880... ..........-«. RARE deseen eoe enento cines 522,483 24 
! Increase (136 per cent)............ — ————————— T— — $ 301,729 40 
Paid for buildings, rent, land, &C , 1870....................... pant senate tete eost seas tresesoseoseesssost ossos $ 249,375 59 
Paid for buildings, rént, land, &c., 1880.,...... aaaseeesensacee eestteee tense conan HERREN T 185,069 67 
Decrease ..... eren er cene rre ene en ee et eaten ses noma one et a see he an kestee tees seaceenececns eto rt esit eene $e] $ 64,305 72 
General average monthly salary of Teachers 1870 ....... RR "MET $ 81 79 
i General avernge monthly salary of "Teachers 1880..........cccsssssccssserseas ovesetseererescoees — 28 19 
DIOC WEM dees sescceenesssanssrtese soe se sosevoses $ 8 60 
i AVERAGE DISTRIOT LEVY ON $100 VALUATION OF PROPERTY. 
For Building Fund 1870,..cscccsscssccrsssevsscsossesccscens on PEE NA "EET daadeneesceccss 28.67 
For Building Fund 1880... ...... &42948 44 849 994 949449 99594440 40449098 E9444 042899 8045499 49 599 999999 ist 252 2929 BD ooo P5 19.80 
: Decrease (83 per CONE)... eee BROT EER Oe FOP 0090 6590 096 5905 699 9409 EGE 949 HOMEE FED 009 *40 doQ TEE LIETIE ETTET ETTE TT 9.37 
For Teachers’ Fund 1870 .......... s eee NR ten sha ete ee dao 80 06- 
t For Teachers’ Fund 1880... Leila caceccccoesen eee ape sens rubet tette ese ttheb eot tere > sheccenepenensiensesconessnes 25.20 


Decrease (16 per Cent)...........,seccrserscosesconeneet seas aes — ———' '(— 4.86 


= CASH PER PUPIL, 


For Tuition, based on enrollment, 1870....... MES een tecenencesdandes 8 01 
For Tuition, based on enrollment, 1880................ — ——À eeeneonecenserecsenseae ate 8 65 
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A careful review of this comparative statement from 
the reports of 1570 and 1880 will show a most gratifying 
progress in our school work. It appears that, while there 
has been, in the last ten years, an increase in the num- 
ber of school youth of only 29 per cent, as ascertained by 
actual enumeration, there has been, in the same period, 
an increase in the number of teachers employed of .72 
per cent; of the number of months taught, an increase 
of 87 per cent; of the number attending school, an in- 
crease of 64 per cent, and of the general average attend- 
ance, an increase of 66 per cent—that is, there had been 


an inerease in provision for instruction and in the num- 
T oe a TE i 
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ber of youth actually receiving instruetion, about three 
times as great as the increase in the number of school 
youth entitled to the privilege of free schools. 


The value of all school property shows an increase in 
the outlay for this purpose of 58 per cent; and as a re- 
sult of the expenditure, there has been an increase in the 
number of school houses built of 91 per cent. 


The amount received to the credit of the General 
School Fund, and which is annually distributed to the 
districts of the State upon the basis of “enumeration of 
school youth," has been increased 74 per cent. This 
goes to the Teachers’ Fund, and so far causes a reduction 
in the annual district levies necessary to run the schools 
the legally required four months in each year. 


The tables show that there has been an actual increase 
in the amount received from district levies of 74 per cent. 
while there has been an actual decrease in the rate of 
levy of 33 per cent for the Building Fund and.16 per 
cent for the Teachers’ Fund. This results from the more 
thorough and' just System of assessment which has been 
enforced, and the efficiency and fidelity with which taxes 
have been collected and accounted for, and the vigilance 
with which arrears from all sources tributary to these 
funds have been looked after and recovered. 


The total amount paid out for teachers’ salaries, as per 
report of 1870; was $220,753.84; the amount paid out for 
the same purpose, as per report of. 1880, was $552,483,24, 

4 


~ 
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an increase of $301,729.40, or 136 per cent, which was 
applied directly to pay teachers employed at salaries on 
an average of 11 per cent less than there was paid in ` 
1870, and was raised by a rate of levy 16 per cent less 


than the rate of 1870. 


. WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY. 


The West Virginia University is worthy of the foster- 
ing care of the State, and its growth and prosperity dur- 
ing the past few years evince the ability and energy with 
which the Regents, the President and the officers of the 
institution have addressed themselves to the advance- 


ment of its interests. 


In 1877 the number of students enrolled was 51, and 
they were from the few counties immediately surround- 
ing the University. The report of two years ago showed 
that the number of students had increased to 118, and 
that they were from fourteen counties. The number of 
students for the current year is 150, and they represent 
twenty-six counties. The President represents that the 
students are industrious and devoted to their work, and 
. warmly attached to the University—a fact of great im- 
portance to the prosperity of an institution of learning. 
The standard of scholarship is high, ‘and compares favor- 
ably with that of older, better known and more richly 
endowed colleges. 


The corps of cadets is larger than ever, and its drill 
and discipline thorough and exact. The Military De- 
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partment is an important and attractive feature of the 
University- 5 


The appropriations asked for are, for the year ending 


March Ist, 1882, $17,781.49 ; for the year ending March 
1st, 1883, $14,680.79. 


The Regents recommend the gradual inerease of the 
endowment fund.” | ? 


The reports of the President and Regents are replete- 
with interesting information as to the condition, opera- 
tions and prospects of the University. 


a 


FISH CULTURE. 


The labors of “the Commissioners of Fishes” during the 
past two years have been attended with very satisfactory 
results, The New and Greenbrier rivers, and many other 
smaller streams, have been abundantly stocked with black 
bass, and many thousands of salmon, carp, trout, and 
other esteemed varieties of fish, have been placed in 
streams and ponds throughout the State. 


The hatching house at Romney is now in successful 
_ operation. 


4 


The report of the Commissioners contains valuable in- 
formation and suggestions, to which I invite your at- 
tention. 


An appropriation is asked of $1,500 per year for the 


next two years to enable the Commissioners to continue 
successfully their important work. 
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THE LAWS, 


It devolves upon you to adapt the statutes of the State 
tothe changes in the fundamental law caused by the 
amendments of the Constitution which were ratified at 
the last general election, and to enact such laws as may 
be necessary to carry these amendments into effect. . 


It was recommended to the last Legislature to provide 
for the revision and codification of the laws. Since this 
suggestion was made the statutes have been revised and 
annotated by John F. Kelley, Esq. It may be advisable 
to procure a sufficient number of copies of this work, 
which should be made to include the constitutional 
amendments and the Acts of the present session of the 
Legislature, to be supplied to those officials who are enti- 
tled to receive copies of the laws, and to be furnished to 
others at a reasonable price. The work has been pre- 
pared with care and accuracy, and 1s worthy of adoption 
by the State as an authentic compilation of the statutes. 
It will, I have no doubt, be found as satisfactory, in all 
respects, as any revision which would be made by a com- 
mission created for the purpose, and could be sooner 


obtained and at less expense. 


THE MILITARY FORCE OF THE STATE. 


The military force of the State consists of seventeen 
volunteer companies, thoroughly armed by the State and 
uniformed at the expense of the soldiers. 


I again advise the enactment of a law which will require 


M 
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an enrollment of the militia and provide a compact and 
efficient organization, which will be sufficient, under any 
circumstances likely to arise, to suppress disturbances of 
the peace and preserve order. I invite your attention to 
the suggestions and recommendations contained in the 
report of the Adjutant General. e 


The records relating to the soldiers furnished by West 
Virginia to the Federal army during the civil war are 
constantly referred to, and have been used until they are 
now greatly worn and are becoming illegible. They 
should be copied in an enduring form and carefully pre- 
served, I recommend that the clerical assistance which 
may be necessary for this purpose shall be furnished. 


PRESERVATION OF THE PEACE, 


On the 8th day of January, 1880, I was informed that 
a number of miners employed at the mines along the line 
of the Chesapeake and Ohio Railway had-ceased to work, 
and that, assembled in large force, they were threatening 
injury to persons and the destruction of property. I was 
also advised that they were proceeding to the Ansted 
mines, in Fayette county, to compel the miners there to 
abandon their work. I received a telegram on the 10th 
day of January, from the Sheriff of Fayette county, re- 
questing me to aid the civil authorities with fifteen hun- 
dred soldiers to preserve the peace and execute the law. 
I at once ordered Major (now Colonel) J. W. M. Appleton, 


commanding the first battalion of volunteers at Charles- 
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ton, to report without delay to the Sheriff of Fayette 
county. He repaired immediately to Ansted with two 
companies, whose presence there enabled the Sheriff to 
arrest without difficulty the leaders of the rioters, and to 


restore order 


~ 


Major Appleton and the officers and men of his com- 
mand acted with great promptness and discretion, and 
rendered important service. The expense incurred in 
suppressing this disturbance is about $3,000.00, for the 
payment of which provision should be made. 


THE CAPITOL BUILDING. 


In accordance with, the Act of the Legislature of Feb- 
ruary 21, 1877, the Board of Public Works adopted on the 
14th of February, 1879, a plan for alterations in and ad- 
ditions to the State House at Charleston; and on the 30th 
of March, 1880, entered into a contract with A. R. Shep- l 
-pard for the work to be done for the sum of $150,000.00. 


Work was commenced April 13th, 1880, and has pro- . 
gressed steadily and satisfactorily. The appropriation of 
$50,000.00, heretofore made, has been expended, and, in 
order that the work may contjnue, another appropriation 
is required. 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY. 


In view of the great value to our State of a geological 
survey, I commend this subject to your earnest consider- 
ation, and repeat some of the suggestions contained in my 
last message. West Virginia possesses great physical 
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resources, and yet she has done very little to make them 
known. - Capitalists no longer invest their means with- 
out deperiding largely on science ‘to give them accurate 
information. Everything written about the State is now 
sought for and eagerly read if it has the authority of the 


State, or some one known in science. 


The purpose of such a survey should be to determine 
the geological formations of the State, with the quantity, 
quality and distribution of all the elements.of wealtb 
which they contain. Among these may be mentioned the 
building stones, cements, valuable minerals, the coals, 
the iron ores, brick, potters’ and fire clay, sands, mineral 
waters, and everything which has money value. The to. 
pography should be noted, and the fitness of the streams 
to furnish power and transportation, and also the timber, 
its quality, kinds and distribution. The soils and other 
agrieultural elements, the adaptation of the lands to. 
grazing, the grasses and the crops should receive atten- 
tion. Reports of the progress of the survey should be 
made annually, and when the work is completed a final 
report, embodying in concise form all of the results, 
should be furnished. Illustrative specimens of all re- 
sources should be collected and ee into a permanent 
museum in the Capitol. 

Whilst the expense will be considerable, -— as the 
work will eontinue through several years, the appropri- 


ation for each year will not be large, aud the benefits © 
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which will accrue from such a survey, will be at! least 


‘commensurate with the cost. j 


é; 


RAILROADS 


The importance of increasing the facilities of inter- 
course between the different sections of the State seems 
now to be fully appreciated by the people; ‘and every 
reasonable encouragement, within the limits of' the Con- 
stitution, should be given to the construction of railroads 
and other works of internal improvement. The de- 
velopment of our resources and the general: welfare 
depend largely upon the construction of such’ works, 
which will not only increase the wealth of the State, 
but will perform a valuable service by bringing the 
people into closer and more frequent interéourse and 
thus render the population more: homogentous and 


* 


harnionious. ts 


—— 


It would be desirable to have surveys 'of leading 
lines of railroad, the construction of which would be 
of general advantage to the State, on file in the Capitol, 
in order that those desiring to engage in railroad en- 
terprises may obtain, readily, information as'to the 
most important routes, and also as to the wealth which 


they would develop and the approximate cost of their 
construction. 


A policy -of internal improvements should be in- 
augurated with caution and foresight. Whilst the State 


is dependent in no small degree for the development of 
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her resources upon railroad eorporations, they are de- 
pendent upon the State for their existence and succéssful 
operation. This relation establishes mutual duties, 
which should always be discharged in a spirit of justice 
and fairness. Corporations should be confined to the 
exercise of their legitimate powers; they should con- 


tribute their fair proportion to the revenue of the State, | 


and abstain from oppressing any class of their patrons 


by unjust exactions; and the State should afford the same ' 


full protection to all of their rights which she extends to 
the rights of individuals. 


IMMIGRATION. 


The attention of those interested in the subject of im- 
migration has been directed to this State, and several 
prosperous colonies have been established. The topog- 
raphy, climate, soil and products of the State render it 
especially inviting to the Swiss and the inhabitants of 
the mountainous portion of Germany; and with a proper 
effort we may secure a large number of intelligent and 


industrious immigrants from those countries. 


Several articles have been published recently in north- | 


ern papers, and in some of the papers of Switzerland, 

by persons unfriendly to West Virginia, which have 

grossly misrepresented the resources, laws, and condition 

of society of the State. Doctor E. D. Ludwig, who is 

greatly interested in the establishment of Swiss colonies, 
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has done much to counteract the effect of these articles, 


and has thus rendered the.State a valuable service. 


During the past year three Swiss scientists visited the 
State in the interest of ‘‘The Swiss Commerce and Col. 
onization Society,” to examine and report upon the re- 
sources of that portion of the State in which the Society 
proposes to locate colonies. I have reason to believe that 
the report of these gentlemen has tended to determine a 
large number of energetic Swiss to seek homes in West 
Virginia, and to whom our people will extend a cordial 
. welcome, 


The laws relating to immigration are crude and imper 
fect. They should be repealed and a law should be en- 
acted providing for the appointment of a commissioner 
or commissioners of immigration, defining their duties, 
prescribing a plan of securing immigrants, and making a 
proper appropriation to carry the law into successful 


operation. 


A Hand;book of the Resources of the State should be 
published in the English, German and French languages, 
which will contain such accurate information as will be 
useful to immigrants and those seeking investments. 
The edition of “The Resources of West Virginia," which 
was hastily prepared to be used at the Centennial Expo- 
sition, has been almost exhausted. "There are constant 
applications for copies of this work, and also for other 


information which it does not contain, and which should 


H 


— 


be embraced in such a work as I suggest. I submit here- 
with several communications on the subject of immigra- 


tion, whieh are worthy of your attention. - 


IMPROVEMENT OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND ITS 
TRIBUTARIES. 


$ 


At the request of the commission appointed by the 
Governors of the several States and Territories of the 


Mississippi Valley upon the commerce and improvement 


of the Mississippi river and its navigable tributaries, I 


present to you its address. ‘Its subject is not only a mat- 
ter of concern to the Federal Government, but one of great 
interest- to our State whose western border lies for 
many miles along the Ohio river over which her jurisdic- 
tion extends. I suggest the adoption of suitable resolu- 
tions inviting the attention of Congress to the improve- 
ment of these rivers, and urging the appropriations 
necessary to accomplish this great work as described in 
this address. The State should now provide a fund suf. 
ficient, at least, to pay the expenses of her members of 


this commission. 


I transmit, also, an interesting paper ‘carefully pre: 
pered by an eminent citizen of the State on the question 
of the jurisdiction of Virginia over the Ohio river, which, 
for its historical value and usefulness in determining 
properly questions of jurisdiction between States border. 
ing on the Ohio, is worthy of a place in the archives of 
the State. 
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THE ANTE-WAR DEBT OF VIRGINIA. 


I presented to the last Legislature a history of the ori- 
gin and character of the claim against the State for a 
portion of the ante-war debt of Virginia, together with 
such suggestions as I deemed pertinent. I have recently 
received from -the “ Western Virginia Committee” of 
London—a committee representing the holders of cer- 
tificates issued under the Virginia funding acts of 1871, 
1872 and 1879, known as “ Western Virginia” or " Defer- 
red Certificates"— a communication containing alterna- 
tive proposals for a settlement between the States of Vir- 
ginia and West Virginia and the holders of these certifi- 
cates, and which I herewith transmit for such action as 
you may deem proper. 


FORREST SUPPLIES. 


The American Association for the Advancement of 
Science has transmitted to me a memorial in relation to 
future forrest supplies, adopted at its meeting held at 
Boston, August 30th, 1880, which, in compliance with its 
request, I lay before you. | 


THE WASHINGTON MONUMENT. 


The Washington National Monument Association has 
requested me to present to you the following resolution, 
which was unanimously adopted at its meeting held No- 


vember 2d, 1880 : 


` “Resolved, That the Washington National Monument Society cor- 
*dially invite those States of the Union which have not as yet made : 
*presentations of memorial blocks of stone for insertion in the Mon- 


Gy 
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"ument now being erected in the Federal Capitál to the memory ot 
“Washington, to furnish such blocks; and that the Secretary be and 
“is hereby instructed to communicate this resolution to the Executive 
“of those States, with the request pape it be laid by them before their 
“respective Legislatures.” 


The work on this monument, which was suspended for 
some years, has been resumed, and the obelisk is rapidly 
advancing towards completion under the direction and 
control of the General Government and in pursuance of 
the acts of Congress. 


Contributions of memorial blocks bearing appropriate 
inscriptions and devices have been presented by many 
Foreign Powers and by very many of the States. West 
Virginia is one of the few States that have not yet made 
contributions for this work, and it is hoped that you will 
take such action as will secure to the people of the State 
à representation in this monument to *the Father of his 
Country.” 

State blocks usually show the’ coats of arms of the 
States, accompanied by appropriate legends, and are 
‘sometimes made of native stone or ore. 

The block donated should be of the following dimen- 
sions: Height, two feet; length. not less than two nor 
more than five feet; thickness, not less than three nor 


more than six inches. 
THE WORLD'S FAIR. 


` It is desirable that the State should participate credi- 
tably in the International Exposition, to be held in 1883. 
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at New York. The exhibit of West Virginia at the Cen- 


tennial Exposition was productive of beneficial results in 
attracting publie attention to her wonderful resources, 
stimulating their development and increasing immigra- 
tion. We should again avail ourselves of an oppor- 
tunity to make an exhibit to the world of specimens of 
the elements of wealth which the State contains and 
“produces. 


The President has 30pointed, on my recommendation, 
as Commissioners to this Exposition Hon. W. K. Pendle- 
ton, of Brooke county, and Hon. Beverly Tucker, of 
Morgan county ; and as alternates, Hon. John A. Rob- 
inson, of Mineral county, and Hon. C. P. Snyder, of 
Kanawha county. 


THE YORKTOWN CENTENNIAL. 


J herewith transmit and commend to. your favorable 
consideration a communication from Hon. George W. 
Thompson, the Commissioner to represent the State at 
the Centennial Celebration of the Surrender of Cornwallis; 
and also a communication from “the Joint Committee of 
Congress on the Yorktown Centennial.” I recommend 
such an appropriation as you may deem sufficient to ena- 
ble the State to participate properly in the celebration of 
the centennial anniversary of the last act in the war of 


our independence. | 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 


I testify with greatpleasure to the ability and fidelity 
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with which the officers, and their assistànts, of the Exec- 
utive Department have discharged their responsible 
duties, and I acknowledge cheerfully my obligations to 
them for much valuable assistance and the kind consider- 


ation which I have always received at their hands. 


CONCLUSION. 


As I shall soon deliver to my successor the trusts with 
which I am now invested, I avail myself of this oppor- 
tunity to extend through you to the people of the State 
my earnest desire for their continued happiness and pros- 
perity, and my sincere thanks for the confidence and 
support which, irrespective of their party affiliations, 
they have given me. | 

We have reason to look confidently to the future. Our 
State is endowed with unusual natural advantages, Her 
resources are greater and more varied than those of any 
other State of equal area. Her grazing lands are unsur- 
passed, and her climate and soil well adapted to the suc- 
cessful growth of corn, wheat, and other cereals, hemp, 
tobacco, and almost every kind of non tropical fruit. 
She has large districts of valuable timber and iron ores 
of the most esteemed species, while her coal fields, em- 
bracing thousands of acres, contain in almost inexhaust- 
ible quantities the most valuable cannel, splint, coking 
and steam coals. Her manufacturing enterprises, now 
constantly increasing both in number and variety, are 


prosecuted with success. The people are, healthy, intel- 
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ligent, industrious, law-abiding and patriotic. During 
the past decade her population has increased in a ratio 
greater than that of any of the States east of the Missis- 


- sippi, excepting perhaps two, and her progress in almost 


every phase of development has been gratifying. 


Charged as you are with the enactment of her laws, 
coming directly from the people and familiar with their 
wants, you will, I am confident, enter with earnestness 
upon the discharge of your important duties. Upon the 
character of her laws, and the fidelity and impartiality 
with which they are executed, depend largely the welfare 
of the State and the prosperity of “the people. <A liberal 
and progressive policy should be adopted and find expres- 
sion in your enactments, which, while preserving simple 
and conservative habits, will induce an inflow of desira- 
ble immigration and needed capital. Persons and prop- 
erty should be thoroughly protected, and labor and capi- 
tal harmonized and shielded from unjust burdens. It is 
necessary to recognize the opportunities which surround 
us, and to realize fully that institutions under which some 
of us were reared and which have left an enduring 
impress on character,—which influenced not only our 
habits of living, but also our opinions and habits of 
thought—are now of the past and no longer factors of 
existing social or political problems; that while the 
fundamental principles of our republican institutions 
are forever true and -sufficient for all time, yet they. 


must be adapted to the changed conditions produced 
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by the result of the civil war, an increasing population 
and an advancing civilization. West Virginia should 
be aligned with the most progressive of her sister 
‘States, between whose institutions and her own there 
is no longer any conflict, and we must live and think 
and act in “the living Present, seizing promptly its 
advantages and discharging faithfully its duties. | 

May an All-wise Providence guide you whilst engaged 
in your labors here—and always. 

m HENRY M. MATHEWS. 


